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CONPIDENTIAL SEOUL 6875 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: SHUM,PINT, KS 

SUBJECT: HUNGER STRIKE POR PROMPT RELEASE OP PRISONERS CONTINUES 

REF: SEOUL 6825 

1 . REPTEL MENTIONED THAT A GROUP OF RELATIVES OP PRISONERS 
BEGAN A HUNGER STRIKE AT SEOULS'S CHEIL CHURCH TO PROTEST 
SMALL NUMBER OP EM VIOLATORS RELEASED AUGUST 15. GROUP 
NUMBERS ABOUT 30 PERSONS AND INCLUDED MRS. IM TAE-CHUNG, MRS. 

KIM KWAN-SUK, WIPE OP SECGEN, KNCC, AND AGED MOTHER OP 
LATHER HAM SE-UNG. THEY HAVE EFPECTIVELY STYMIED PLICE 
EPPORTS TO EJECT THEM PROM CHURCH BY THREATENING TO JUMP 
PROM SECOND PLOOR OP CHURCH BUILDING IF POLICE ENTER AREA. 

2. MRS. KIM TAE-CHUNG WHO FELL ILL FROM FAST HAS RETURNED 
TO HER HOME, BUT OTHERS ARE CONTINUING STRIKE. 

3. DELEGATION OP 16 WOMEN HUMAN RIGHTS ACTIVISTS LED BY 
MISS YI U CHONG WENT TO CHEIL CHURCH AUGUST 17 TO TRY TO 
INPLUENCE THOSE ON HUNGER STRIKE TO DESIST BUT ESPECIALLY 
TO GET MRS. KIM KWAN-SUK AND MOTHER OF REV. HAM TO LEAVE 
CHURCH AND SEEK MEDICAL ATTENTION AS THERE HAD BEEN REPORTS 
CONPIDENTIAL 

CONPIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 SEOUL 06875 170859Z 

THAT THESE TWO WOMEN WERE PEELING POORLY. POLICE REPUSED TO 
ALLOW DELEGATION TO ENTER BUILDING. WHEN WOMEN SAT DOWN ON CHURCH 
STEPS IN PROTEST. POLICE LOADED THEM INTO BUS, DROVE THEM 
TO OUTSKIRTS OP TOWN, AND DROPPED THEM OFP TWO AT A TIME 
IN VARIOUS SUBURBS. THEY RETURNED TO KNCC BUILDING IN 
MID-APTERNOON, SAPE BUT ANGRY. 
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4. MISS YI TOLD EMBOFF THAT SOME OF THOSE ON HUNGER STRIKE 
BELIEVE THAT IE THE ROKG IS GOING TO RELEASE 17 PRISONERS 
EACH NATIONAL HOLIDAY, MANYPRISONERS WILL REMAIN IN JAIL 
FOR A LONG TIME. WHETHER OR NOT THIS IS VIEW OF MOST OF 
THOSE ON STRIKE OR NOT, THEY ARE CLEARLY IMPATIENT WITH PACE 
OF ROKG RELEASE STRATEGY. 
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